DOCUMENTARY
PHOTOGRAPHY
WORKSHOP
TRINIDAD, W.I.
May 21/22/23 2016
ON LOCATION WITH

Work with natural light, in an
environment where people and their
culture are captured in a dignified,
artistic manner.
Registration closes May 1st.
Email: pphotoworkshops@gmail.com to book your spot now.

PHOTOSUKI.COM

National Geographic photographer, Sebastian Suki Belaustegui has talent and experience in leading groups
with a diverse range of photographic expertise.
By focusing on capturing portraits of local people, attendees will enhance their technical and artistic skills
while diving deep into the art of documentary photography.
Since 1991, Suki has devoted himself to portraying the indigenous world of Latin America, publishing the book
'Guardians of Time: Portraits of the Spirit of Latin America' in 2003. For this book, Suki traveled through 8
countries and lived in 25 native communities. The book's prologue was written by Nobel Prize winner in
Literature, Jose Saramago.
Suki is currently working on his new book 'Africa in the Americas', documenting Afrodescendent cultures in
the American continent, as well as documenting people from the tribal villages of Sumba, a unique island in
Indonesia.
His works have been published in National Geographic, L.A. Times, Newsweek, UNICEF, Travel & Leisure
and Time Magazine. He lectures and conducts workshops and exhibitions throughout the Americas.
PHOTOSUKI.COM

Workshop Requirements
Each participant must bring a camera  a DSLR or a point and shoot with some ability to control
it.
More important than the camera itself, is how participants work throughout the workshop, as the
quality of a photography depends more on how it is taken than on the gear used.
Attendees on Day 1 are asked to bring 1020 photographs of their own for a portfolio review with
Suki. It's ok if you don't have a portfolio, but bring any images you have taken at any point of
your life, as this is an important part of the process.
Upon completion of the workshop, attendees will be amazed at the difference in their 'before'
and 'after' shots.
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The Essence of the Workshop
This workshop aims to inspire each participant in the art of documentary photography, so they can
perceive through the lens of the camera in an intimate and artistic way.
In documentary photography, natural light is the most subtle and delicate source of illumination.
Participants will learn how to make well exposed photos with sharp contrast in camera.
Natural light is the soul of photography and participants will develop the sensitivity to work with it.
What matters is the eye, the perception and the art of observing before taking a photograph.
The photographic process will be more deliberate and we will handle different ways of lighting to
enhance our aesthetic sense and to achieve a unique style and vision in your work.
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A Message from Suki
I help students develop a deeply committed visual ethic in their work, where participants engage in an
introspective and integrative experience with both the subjects and communities with which we will be
working.
I invite participants to make a connection with ongoing cultural, social and economic life in Trinidad in two
communities. In Matura, there is a largely AfroTrinidadian environment, where people play a key role in
protecting their environment, with special care for the Leatherback Turtle. In Felicity, there is a largely Indo
Trinidadian community where culture and social change are intertwined, but where wisdom and tradition can
be captured in a dignified and respectful manner.
We aim to learn about local customs while photographing the community. This brings much more meaning to
the photographs. Our mission is to become visual communicators from other cultures, which is absolutely
different to walking around and taking snapshots as tourists, without reflecting upon what makes the original
culture such a rich heritage.
In the age of sustainable development we all have a role to play in protecting and promoting reflection and
good action.
My challenge is to guide participants to learn, observe and capture the essence of the place and the
traditional people.
Suki
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Workshop Programme
Day 1  Saturday 21st May, 2016 @Studio 30,
30a Warren Street, Woodbrook, POS
Time: 9 a.m.
9 a.m.  Opening of the Workshop
After an introduction to Suki and his vision on documentary photography, students will introduce
themselves and express what they would like to learn from the workshop.
Each student will have Suki look at their past work so he can see and understand their
perspective and creative tendencies.
We will look at and discuss some of Suki's work and talk about his experience.
Many aspects of photography, such as equipment, experience in documentary photography,
different forms of lighting and the aims and vision of the workshop's assignments will be
addressed.
There will be an audiovisual projection with photos related to Suki’s Guardians of Time.
Technical aspects of lowlight photography will be introduced and reference will be made to
what is needed to achieve an emotional and thoughtprovoking image in a ‘lowkey’ style of
photography.
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Day 1 cont'd
12:30 p.m.
We will have a break for lunch.
2 p.m.  6 p.m.
We drive to Stollmeyer's Castle, 10 mins away in Port of Spain, for our practice session with locals
who have agreed to model for us. We will work with natural light for portraiture and learn how to
create emotion in the photographs we conceive.
6:30 p.m.  8:30 p.m.
We review 10 of the best shots from each attendee then head home to rest for Day 2!
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Day 2 – Sunday 22nd May 2016 @ Village of Felicity,
Meeting Place: Studio 30, 30a Warren Street, Woodbrook
Time: 7:30 a.m.
7:30 a.m. (Meet at studio for 6:30 a.m.)
Bus leaves the studio.
Students will travel with Suki by airconditioned bus to the Village of Felicity located just at the
edge of the Caroni Swamp National Park on the Western side of Trinidad. For the new attendees,
Suki will give a quick recap of the techniques used in documentary photography. The day will be
used to experience life in Felicity and document the community.
7:30 a.m.  3 p.m.
Participants will be divided into small groups, and will be introduced to the people in the area who
have agreed to participate, before beginning to photograph them. Suki will give specific guidance
in the art of family photography and will accompany each group to ensure everyone is getting the
most out of the experience.
If you'd like to photograph anyone outside of the participants, let one of the organisers know and
then make your magic!
We will break for lunch during this time.
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Day 2 cont'd
3:30 p.m.  5:30 p.m.
We review the day's work of each student. Students will select their best 10 photographs to be
shared with the class. We will critique the selections so everyone will learn.
6p.m.
Leave to get a good night's sleep for an even earlier start the next day!
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Day 3  Monday 23rd May, 2016 @ Village of Matura, NorthEast Trinidad
Meeting Place: Studio 30, 30a Warren Street, Woodbrook
Time: 6 a.m.
6 a.m. (Meet at Studio 30 from 5:30 a.m.)
Bus leaves the studio.
Students will join Suki on a trip by airconditioned bus to the coastal village of Matura, where they
will photograph in traditional locations, practicing the techniques learned the previous days.
8 a.m.  2 p.m.
This day will follow a similar format, where students will be broken into small groups and will be
introduced to members of the community who have agreed to participate. Suki will work with each
group to ensure everyone gets as much as they can out of the experience. If at any point you
develop a rapport with someone outside of the participants you'd like to photograph just let one of
the organisers know and feel free to make your pictures!
We will break for lunch during this time.
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Day 3 cont'd
3 p.m.  5 p.m.
Review and select the best 10 of each student's work from the day for critique.
Each attendee will receive a certificate of participation.
A group shot will be taken before we wrap up that evening.
Anyone who wishes to join Suki and the organisers for dinner at their own expense that night is
welcome.
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General Information
Main Location: Studio 30, 30a Warren Street, Woodbrook, PortofSpain, Trinidad
Dates:
Saturday 21 May 2016 to Monday 23 May 2016.
Please note that you will have to arrive in Port of Spain by Friday afternoon or evening as the workshop begins early on the
morning of 21 May.
Participants are asked to bring laptops or a tablet or notebook with photo editing capabilities.
Cost for 3 days: USD $1235.00
Cost per day: USD $412.00
The payment can be made via Paypal in three parts of USD $412.00 or the full balance of USD $1235.00 by the 1st May 2016.
Alternatively, you can contact us to arrange payment in USD cash.
Deposits are non  refundable but are transferable.
Photos taken at the workshop may not be used for any commercial purposes, but can be shown as part of the photographer's
portfolio with appropriate credit given to the workshop.
While due care will be taken to ensure safety at the various workshop locations; attendees will hold the organisers indemnified
against any claims for personal injury, economic loss and/or property damage arising out of this workshop.
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The fee covers:
1. 3 days of tutorial including theory, practice, editing, aiding in selection of works based on over
25 years of experience
2. All locations being used for the workshop
3. Fees to families and models used during the sessions
4. Light refreshments and lunches on all workshop days
5. Transport by airconditioned bus to and from the locations
6. Security presence to accompany the travel on days two and three into the communities
7. Certificate of Participation
Not included:
Hotel and air travel, dinners and any alcoholic beverages.
Participants are free to purchase anything they'd like in the various communities we visit.
The organisers will be happy to make recommendations on hotels, restaurants and places of
interest  just email us and ask us anything!
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WORKSHOP FEE: USD $1235.00
LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE
LEARN MORE & RESERVE YOUR SPOT NOW
CALL: 8687374008; 8686817215; 8684747922;
+52 1 55 5995 8916
EMAIL: PPHOTOWORKSHOPS@GMAIL.COM
INFO@SUSTAINLYSOLUTIONS.COM
SUKIMAGEN1320@GMAIL.COM
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